ACCESSION  OF   FAISAL
supporters had been genuinely concerned, tended to simplify
the situation, but anxious moments were by no means over.
The failure of the inhabitants of the lower Euphrates to come
forward as expected and the aloofness of the Shi'a divines were
disconcerting. It was believed that the Muntafiq tribes were
preparing a great manifesto in favour of a republic. Rumours
of the formal disapproval of the Mujtahids were in the air. The
pro-Turks were coldly hostile; the supporters of Saiyid Talib
Pasha were sullen; and many people outside the cities were still
indifferent. Against these unfavourable manifestations, how-
ever, could be set the stream of delegates from the towns of
northern 'Iraq, the approbation of Basra and Baghdad, the
prospect of approval from Mosul which had sent a strong and
substantial delegation and the gradual winning over of the
shaikhs and notables, including the Naqib's strongest supporter,
CA1I as-Sulaiman, through the efforts of Sir Percy Cox, Miss
Bell and Faisal himself. Of the latter Miss Bell wrote, on July
7th, 1922: 'What helps everything is that Faisal's personality
goes three quarters of the way. He has been roping in ad-
herents.'1 His simple dignity, great personal charm and his
eloquent speeches, heartwarming and full of wisdom, con-
tinued to win the confidence and support of the communities
before which he appeared: Christians,2 Jews,3 Sunms,4 and
Shiels,5 although his reception at Najaf and Karbala had been
markedly restrained.
Anxiety for the success of his candidature had not diminished
the apprehension lest the more ardent Nationalists should
1 Bell, op. cit, p. 608.
2 As at a reception given by the Catholic Christian Community, Baghdad,
July soth, 1921   For excerpts from his speech see Appendix vu (v).
3 For excerpts of speech made at the House of the Grand Rabbi see Appendix
viz (iii).
4 For speech to the Mosul delegation see Appendix vn (i); also various speeches,
as at the Jacfariya School, July 9th; Al-Dijla, July nth, 1921.  The outburst
demanding complete independence at the latter meeting was toned down in
Al-Dyla
5 As at Kadhimain, June soth, and at the Husamiya School, July 4th, 1921.
See Al-Dijlat July loth, 1921.
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